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THE MARINE SPIRIT
O Yea, as I walk through this valley of death and destruction, I fear no evil because I am the 

meanest bugger in this valley.

When the days work is done and I lie down in this green pasture to rest, I fear not the 
insects and varmints as I have not showered in three weeks and nothing would dare come 
near me.

It began upon arrival at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot where this semi-insane Drill 
Instructor was pacing in front of our half paralyzed, numb bodies. He was barking 
orders that we could not understand but through our basic instincts we obeyed his every 
command.

This man had eyes in the back of his head and could see things behind him and also 
could sense things before they even happened. He could even know what we were thinking. 
He was responsible for snapping us out of our cheap civilian hockey. He taught us how 
to pull together and become a Marine Corps fighting machine. No job too big, no job too 
small, we could do them all.

From the Fozen Chosen in Korea to the Rice Paddies in Vietnam, we did what we were 
asked to do. Right or wrong, we did what we were told and accomplished our mission.

When we make the final roll call in the great blue sky, I am sure Saint Peter will be there 
to say, “My son, enter, for you have already served your time in hell.”

Yes, I do believe we will be served ham and lima beans with fruit cocktail for dessert and 
with luck we may each get a 4-pack of filtertips (Marlboros) to relax with after our “C” ration 
delightful dinner.

I am sure that one of Saint Peter’s PVTs will escort us to our quarters for the evening. Wow! 
- already dug foxholes (with parapit and grenade sump) lined with waterproof ponchos for our 
convenience. Hopefully, this will all have been prepared for us by our fellow Americans that 
decided not to serve during our time of conflict.

The smoking lamp will be lit all night and no watch to be stood. No reveille, no taps. No 
rifle inspections, no more roll calls. Does it get any better than that - I think not. Ask me if I 
would do it all over again.

“YES, in a heartbeat!”

CAPT Al “Ski” Sobkowiak, USMC, Ret.
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Welcome March and the thoughts of an early spring.  Here at our 
American Legion, every day is a spring day.

With our  “normal” meetings, functions, and everyday activities, our Post 
is a busy, vibrant organization.  There are many things that need to be 
highlighted that are not listed on the monthly calendar for informational 
purposes.
A.  Monthly BINGO at the Tomah VA is led by our own Mike Christianson, 
the VA Representative.  Our Post contributes some $50 monthly for prizes.  
At least weekly, Mike works with and visits our hospitalized veterans.  Thank 
you, Mike, for your passionate support and assistance with our fellow 
veterans.
B.  The La Crosse Area Veterans Mentor Program serves the Veterans Court 
and Court Outreach Program.  This unique program, supported through 
our Legion Post monetarily and membership-wise has direct involvement 
and leadership through Judge Todd Bjerke and Thom Downer.  Thom will 
probably be recruiting additional mentors in our area as the program 
continues its successful growth.
C.  On the 4th Thursday of the month we host on our grounds a portable VA 
health vehicle which serves veterans throughout the state.  Please make an 
appointment through the VA for certain health follow-ups.

D.  Our Honor Guard participates in funerals and military rites for our Post membership and fellow 
veterans.  Members also present colors, teach, and represent us at schools, events, and various 
happenings.  Our group is proud to represent and serve our veterans and families.
E.  Our Legion Community Days Board has been meeting and planning since last year’s event.  Our 
2012 Legion Community Days, our 7th annual, is for our Legion and Community.

An important time will be upon us in May.  At our May General Meeting, we elect officers on an 
annual basis. Third Vice Commander Stellner is the chairman of the election committee.  We have 
rosters to sign up for positions already in place on bulletin boards.  If interested, please see 3rd Vice 
Stellner or sign up at our Post.

From one American Legion Post 336 member to another, “Thank You”, for membership, participation, 
and presence to fellow veterans. Hope to see you at our Post.

Ralph Amundsen, Commander

Legion Baseball
Collecting Cans

The Baseball Committee of our Legion Post 336 
has a site in the parking lot to collect aluminum 
cans to raise money for our Legion Baseball.  All 
are encouraged to donate their aluminum cans 
to this most worthy cause!

MARCH 2012
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Fleis Insurance Agency
and Financial Services

      Steven J. Fleis

P.O. Box 537	 (608) 783-5206
1824 E. Main Street	 Fax: (608) 783-5209
Onalaska, WI 54650	 E-Mail: sfleis@fleisinsurance.com
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Bar News
St. Patrick’s Day is an enchanted time - a day to begin transforming winter’s dreams into summer’s magic.
Join us Saturday, March 17th. We will be serving Corn Beef and Cabbage from 11am - 6:30pm.
Also on St. Patty’s Day - Eagle 102.7 will be having their 102.7 Listener Appreciation Dance featuring “Studebaker 7”. 

The time from 7pm-11pm. Tickets can be purchased in advance at the bar for $8 or $10 the day of the event. The band will be 
performing in the banquet hall. Cash bar and food specials will be available. Hope to see you there!!

Our final Smelt Fry of the season will be held Friday, March 23rd from 4:30-7pm.
Troop 68 Chicken Q will be held on Wednesday, March 28th from 4-7pm. Stop down for some delicious chicken and to support 

our local Troop 68.
Bean Bag Tournaments will be coming to the end of the season as of Thursday, March 1st. We will be starting a summer league 

in May that will be held outdoors. More details will follow in the following month.

Irish Blessing
May St. Patrick guard you wherever you go, and guide you in whatever you do -

and may his loving protection be a blessing to you always.

Hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable St. Patty’s Day!!

Stephanie

FAMILY TREASURES
ESTATE SALES

Sales Conducted Year Round!
    ➢  Complete Estate Sales
    ➢  Down Sizing Sales
    ➢  Moving Sales

Free Consultation, call
608-781-8211

Linda & Dennis Sobkowiak M
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American Legion Website 
 
 The cost of preparing, printing and mailing of the 
monthly Legion Newsletter is very costly. To those of you 
who have a computer or have access to one, we are ask-
ing you to cancel your monthly mailed newsletter and go to 
the Website WWW.OnalaskaPost336.org to view the 
Newsletter on-line. By doing this you will help control the 
costs, and much of the information, like the calendar, is 
available sooner than the mailed one.  
 
To cancel your mailed newsletter please contact me.  
 Ralph Amundsen….Membership 
 Phone: 608-783-7599 
 E-mail: amundsenclu@centurytel.net  



ONALASKAVETERANSMEMORIAL

Great Gift/Remembrance

Give A “Brick”
for a loved one or friend who has

served his or her country
  Applications
  Available at the
  Onalaska Legion
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Auxiliary
Hello Ladies,

It looks like spring is just around the corner...(hopefully).  It’s has been a quiet 
couple of months for us, but the bookings for the banquet hall are starting to 
pick up for us. If you know of anyone that is looking to have a party, celebration, 
wedding, anniversary or a gathering, please let them know about our legion facility. 
It benefits all of us.

We will be having our new member initiation on our March 14, 2012 meeting. 
All our new members will be invited to attend. Please come to the meeting so 
we all can welcome our new members.  Serving committee for this meeting 
will be: Carol Summerfeld-chairperson 783-1862, Phyllis Wilson 783-4228, 
Anita Lefebre 781-7722, Caroline Erickson 782-1657, Wilma Dettinger 783-2814, 
Barb Burrell 789-5611.

See you at the Post,

Sue Kelley, Auxiliary President

Auxiliary:
President: Sue Kelley

1st Vice: Elaine Schickowski
2nd Vice: Wilma Dettinger
Secretary: Mary Grenier
Treasurer: Colleen Kujak
Historian: Diane Culbert

Sgt. at Arms:
Mary Powers and
La Vonne Rivers

Chaplain: Maureen Smith
Parliamentarian:
Delores Kenyon

Sunshine Chairwoman:
Liz Reekers

Jr. Past President: Diane Ryan

 

1052 Oak Forest Drive, Suite 130 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
608-783-0440 
www.pkcconsulting.net 

Jeanne....please replace the old version of PKC Consulting 
with this one! 
 
Thanks.....Bill Jaekel 

MARCH 2012

 

1052 Oak Forest Drive, Suite 130 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
608-783-0440 
www.pkcconsulting.net 

Jeanne....please replace the old version of PKC Consulting 
with this one! 
 
Thanks.....Bill Jaekel 

Three Rivers Agency, LLC
333 Buchner Place Wing B

La Crosse, WI 54601
Ph: 608-782-5401

Products & Services:
Medicare Plans • Health

Prescription Drug
Final Expense • Burial Trust Plans

Brian P. Lucas
Agent/Owner
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Newsletter Advertisements and Renewals
We will be communicating with the current newsletter advertisers to determine if they wish to continue to advertise 
with us. Ads are available on a one-year basis, from January thru December. Sizes available and prices are:
	 2”X2”       are  $50.00/year
	 2”X3.75 ‘ are  $80.00/year, this ad is horizontal. 
All payments must be made for the full year, payable in advance. New ad space will open up if there are some 
non-renewals. The space will be made available on a first-come, first-served basis for new advertisers.
Questions, comments and ad purchases should be directed to:
Newsletter Editor, Bill Jaekel at 608-783-3623 or E-mail at wrjkl@charter.net.
All phone calls and E-mail messages will be returned.

MARCH 2012

Notes from the Newsletter Editor
Reminder:  Nominations for the 2012 Terry Egan Memorial Scholarship 
are due by April 30th.  Contact rich Hoeth at the Legion Clubroom

Pictures:  If any of you have pictures of any Post activity that you would like 
published in the newsletter and/or archived in the Post History File, please let me 
know or drop them in the Newsletter Mail Slot at the Post.  Include your name 
and I will make sure you get them back.  I will scan all such pictures and keep 
them in a computer “History File” for Post 336.

They say pictures are worth a thousand words!



Lunch served 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Monday thru Friday

Specialty Meats 
& Foods

Wine Tasting: Wed. & Fri., 6-8
412 Main Street 

Holmen, WI 54636
(608) 526-3112

www.holmenmeatmarket.com

FROM THE EDITOR
Did you know you could read the Onalaska 

Legion Post 336 Newsletter online at:
www.onalaskapost336.org ?

By opting out of receiving the print edition of the 
newsletter, you can save the Post money and get the 
information sooner!  The online edition of the Legion 
Newsletter is usually available 2-3 days before the 
newsletter hits your mailbox.  Provide us with your 
e-mail address and we will notify you each month when 
the latest edition is available on our site.

❏	 I no longer wish to receive the Print edition
	 of the Legion Newsletter.

Name:_______________________________________

Member ID:__________________________________

E-mail Address:______________________________

Please Note:  If there is an Auxiliary or SAL 
member in your household, they must also opt out 
of the print version or it will continue to be mailed to 
your home.  Return this filled out form to Onalaska 
American Legion Post 336, 731 Sand Lake Road, 
Onalaska WI 54650 or email the information to Bill 
Jaekel, wrjkl@charter.net . 

Onalaska American Legion
783-3300

WWW.ONALASKAPOST 336.0RG
731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska, WI
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What’s Your Current ID Number?
Somewhere in this newsletter is a member’s membership number.

If it’s your number you win $10.00 - easy way to get $10.00.
If it’s your number call:  Ralph Amundsen: 783-7599

Retired and Active Railroad Employees:
Protect your (NARVRE)

Railroad Retirement and your Jobs!

Call: Lyle Harrison
at 507-895-3576.

Meetings are every
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 am

at the Onalaska American Legion.
MARCH
2012



SAM’S BAR
2116 George St.
La Crosse, WI

(608) 781-2060
Top of the Golden Strip

“We are in the business of
helping Our Customers
Express Themselves”
310 Sand Lake Road
Onalaska - 783-2140
Same Day Delivery
Holmen • Bangor

West Salem
Onalaska • La Crosse

Flowersbyguenthers.com
Toll Free: 800-788-6434

The Food Basket is serving an
increasing number of people and 
requests donations of food and money.

Donated items can be brought to:
735 Sand Lake Rd. – Mon.-Sat., 9-11am

Checks may be sent to:
Onalaska-Holmen Food Basket

         P.O. Box 311, Onalaska, WI 54650 MARCH 2012

MARCH 2012 MARCH 2012

Coulee Trophy
114 2nd Avenue North
Onalaska, WI 54650

ONE DAY DELIVERY
ON ENGRAVING

SERVICE

AWARDS • TROPHIES • PLAQUES

Scott Guenther
Owner

MARCH 2012

MARCH 2012

Membership
Thank you to all our members; longtime, new, and transferred in members. We are winding 

down our 2012 membership period and are proud to say that we are down(as of this writing) to 
waiting for two more renewals to have reached our membership goal as established by our State 
American Legion. Like every year, we seem to have a few stragglers in the renewal process.

There is a very impressive list of fellow members who assist our recruitment and retention efforts 
each and every year. We “thank you” from our American Legion.

Next month we will list a large number of members who have joined our Post and/or have 
transferred into our Post.

Hope to see you all at one of our many activities.

Ralph Amundsen

100 GREENS COULEE RD
ONALASKA, WI 54650

608-781-1111

Golf Equipment & Accessories
Snack Bar • Cocktail Lounge

8 Lane Bowling Center
Open to the Public

781-1111
100 Greens Coulee Rd. • Onalaska

East End of Main Street M
A
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2012 Terry Eggen
Memorial Scholarship

The Terry Eggen Memorial Scholarship began in 2002 to honor 
the Memory of Terry Eggen, Onalaska Legion Post Commander in 
‘80,’81, and ‘82. A Vietnam vet, Terry was a long-term member of 
the Onalaska American Legion Post #336 and donated a great deal 
of time and labor in his strong support of Youth Programs, at the 
Legion level.
Requirement:  MUST be a Legion Member of Post 336. If not a 
member, name of active member & relationship to active member.
Education Qualifier:  MUST show verification of enrollment as a 
full time student in a 2 or 4 year college (HS seniors are included 
with this qualifier, when they enroll.).
Your Challenge:  Write a 500 (or less) word paper on the topic of 
“Americanism”.
Deadline Info:  Must be received, no later than April 30, 2012,  by 
2nd Vice Commander, Rich Musolf, Struck Klandrud Post 336, 731 
Sand Lake Road, P.O. Box 326, Onalaska, WI 54650.
Amount of Scholarship:  $750.00. Check will be made out to the 
college of verified enrollment.
Selection:  Made by The Terry Eggen Memorial Scholarship 
Committee.
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Texas Hold’Em
“Shuffle up and deal”! Those were the words that 36 great Texas 

Hold’Em players heard on Feb. 9th. This is the start of our 8th 
season and it’s off to a great start.  Our great Pit Boss Les is back 
to help me get started and boy am I glad Bob, is starting out like a 
champ and is a good helper, to me and the players.

If you want to see some great players and action come on down 
any Thursday about 7:00 PM for the start of the games, oh, while you are at the Club have 
a tasty burger and fries along with your favorite beverage from the best looking barmaids in 
the area.  So until next Thursday, have a great day.

Les, Bob and the Pit Bull
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 

  
 
 

 1 
Texas Hold’Em 
6:00 - 10:00PM 

Tacos 
11:00-2:00PM 

Bean Bags 
6:30PM 

2 
 

Sisters & Company 
7:30-11:30PM 

 
 

3 
 

Kathy McKee Benefit 

4 5 
 
 

6 
Wings & Shrimp 
4:30 - 7:00PM 

7 
 

Chicken & Dumplings 
4:30-7:00 or Til. gone 

 
 
 

8 
Texas Hold’Em 
6:00 - 10:00PM 

Tacos 
11:00-2:00PM 
Irishfest Mtg. 

 

9 
 

Fish Fry 
4:30—7:00 

 
 Steve Mace DJ 
7:30-11:30PM 

10 
 

Barbershop Quartet 
9:30PM 

 
 

11 
 

SAL Breakfast 
8:00AM - Noon 

12 
Executive Meeting 

6:00PM 
Membership  Mtg. 

7:00PM 
Insurance Ctr Mtg 

9:00-5:00PM 
Stephanie’s B.D. 

13 
Wings & Shrimp 
4:30 - 7:00PM 
NARVE Mtg. 

10:00AM 
 

14 
 

Auxiliary Mtg. 
7:00PM 

 
 
 

15 
Texas Hold’Em 
6:00 - 10:00PM 

Tacos 
11:00-2:00PM 

 
 

16 
 

Driven Entertainment 
7:30-11:30PM 

 
 
 

17 
 

102.7 Listener  
Appreciation Day 

7:00PM 
 

18 
 

19 
 

BLET Div 3 
Meeting 9:30 AM 

 
 

20 
 

Wings & Shrimp 
4:30 - 7:00PM 

 
FHF Committee 
Meeting 6:00PM 

21 
 
 

22 
Texas Hold’Em 
6:00 - 10:00PM 

Tacos 
11:00-2:00PM 

 
 

23 
 

 Smelt Fry 
4:30—7:00PM 

 
Lisa Urban 

7:30-11:3PM 

24 
 

Lovejoy Bar Party 
 
 

25 
 

SAL Breakfast 
8:00AM - Noon 

 
 

26 27 
Wings & Shrimp 
4:30 - 7:00PM 

Building Comm. Mtg 
5:00PM 

House Comm. Mtg 
6:00PM 

28 
 

Boy Scout Chicken Q 
4:00-7:00PM 

 
 

29 
Texas Hold’Em 
6:00 - 10:00PM 

Tacos 
11:00-2:00PM 

Bean Bags 
6:30PM 

30 
 

Shufflin Duprees 
7:30—11:30PM 

31 
 

Turkey Federation 

       

March 2012 

Only One Smelt Fry left ... don’t miss it!!
We only have one of our famous Smelt Fry’s left for this year. 
It will be held on Friday, March 23. All the smelt you can eat, 
served with baked beans, Cole slaw and bread. $9.00. Serving will 
be from 4:30 - 7:00 or until out. So come on in and enjoy a great 
meal and enjoy the entertainment in the lounge afterwards.

Mike Fries  - Finance Officer
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Commander:

Todd (Doc) Hagel
1st Vice:

Bill Sterling
2nd Vice:

John Marcou
3rd Vice:

Robert Weber
Adjutant:

Ray Kline
Sgt. at Arms:

Steve Yonkovich
Sgt. at Arms:

Andy Truscott
Chaplain:

Matt Wobeck
SAL Advisor:

Clarence Stellner

S.A.L.
Hello all.  Spring is right around the corner and I don’t know where the 

time goes.  I am very happy that our membership reached 100% on time 
and we received a nice mention for it.  Actually we are around 180% for 
the year with the addition of new members and the hard work of Ray Kline 
in putting this all together.  Also thanks to all members that signed up new 
members.  Way to go all.  Again I would like to thank the whole crew that 
work our buffets.  We have a terrific crew that does an outstanding job 
preparing all the food, setup, cleanup etc.  And we like seeing a room full 
of guests enjoying their food.  And we get to have a little fun picking on 
each other.  (We would never do that)  Our breakfast dates for March are 
the 11th and 25th.  Anyone wishing to help with the buffets can contact a 
member or leave me a message in my mailbox at the post.

Todd (Doc) Hagel


